
BUILDING BRIDGES PROJECT

Different approach towards migrant anglers!



FISHING REGULATIONS  IN POLAND

� Before fishing it is essential to obtain 
a rod licence and a separate permit 
of a water authority for the certain 
area

� Game fishing waters require separate 
contribution.

� Close season for individual species to 
protect spawning of fish.

� Allowed to remove fish which is 
bigger than protected size ( pike 
50cm, perch 18 cm, barbell 40 cm)

� Maximum number of fish which you 
can remove ( pike x 2, perch 5kg, 
barbell x3)

� Licence controlled by Fishing 
Authority, Police and Volunteer Bailiffs



Background

� Project started 3 years ago as a 
Pilot in Swindon area founded by 
Environment Agency

� After reaching several positive 
outcomes project has been 
extended to East Anglia and Kent 
region

� After increased demand in other 
regions project has been extended 
again to new areas in the country

� Recent survey shows about 65% of 
angling clubs are facing problems of 
some kinds (survey in 2010 – 97%)



PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

� Develop better relationship between 
local and migrant anglers

� Education promoting responsible fishing 
practices

� Establish means of communication for 
migrant anglers

� Provide translation services for local 
angling clubs

� Develop links between enforcement 
organisations and migrant communities 

� Develop structure of  migrant angling 
coaches 



DEVELOP BETTER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL AND 
MIGRANT ANGLERS

� Integration events between 
local and migrant anglers 

� Connections between local 
migrant communities and 
angling clubs

� Encouraging angling clubs to get 
migrant anglers involved in club 
activities

� Explaining the cultural 
differences to local anglers so 
they have better understanding



EDUCATION PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE FISHING 
PRACTICES

� Connections with several migrant 
publications in the UK (press, radio, 
internet based community pages)

� Multilingual material developed and 
distributed around the country

� Inviting migrant anglers to take part 
in free fishing testers organized by AT 
and EA

� Joint visits to the big farms and 
employers in the country

� Fishing classes around migrant 
schools 



ESTABLISH MEANS OF COMMUNICATION FOR AND WITH 
MIGRANT ANGLERS

� Migrant anglers will look on 
their own community pages to 
search for info about fishing in 
the UK

� Developed Polish Anglers 
Association web site and 
working to do the same with 
Lithuanian community 

� PAA angling club to promote 
web site within local 
communities



PROVIDE TRANSLATION SERVICES FOR LOCAL ANGLING 
CLUBS

� Polish Anglers Association offered free club rules translation for any 
angling club in the UK

� Rules are displayed on PAA and club website

� Translation of specific signs and information on club request 

� Translation of major EA or AT publications 



DEVELOP LINKS BETWEEN ENFORCEMENT 
ORGANISATIONS AND MIGRANT COMMUNITIES 

� Migrant anglers are very valuable 
source of information for angling 
clubs and EA

� Several EA regions developed good 
relationship with migrant anglers

� Several angling clubs got migrant 
anglers involved in bailifing process 

� Joint patrols organised between 
migrant anglers and EA enforcement 
team

� Encouraging migrant anglers to take 
part in VBS scheme which is popular 
in their countries 



HOW  YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE

� Understand that not every 
migrant angler is here to fish for 
food

� Get some migrant anglers on 
board and you will see some 
results

� Implement signage around the 
fishery 

� Integration match fishing

� Report every incidents to EA if 
education fails 

Number of 

prosecutions

Successful 

Prosecutions

Success Rate Fines Total

2139 2028 95% £256,989



THE EARL OF HARRINGTON'S 
ANGLING CLUB

� ‘’There have been no negatives, only positives after the club approached 
Kamil and Piotr after seeing what passionate anglers they were. We have 
had numerous work parties this season and both were committed to 
help their Club. After seeing their commitment, both were asked to 
become bailiffs for the club. This has proven a huge step forward as they 
are able to interact with other migrant anglers , many of which do not 
understand they have to buy our Club Ticket. We have more migrant 
anglers with tickets than ever before. They are both dedicated and would 
advocate all Clubs to appoint migrant anglers in all Club Activities’’



IDEAS WORTH TO THINK ABOUT

� Commercial fisheries allowing fish to be removed

- charge for weight of removed fish

- set maximum number of fish to be removed

� Commercial fisheries producing fish for supermarkets

� Specialist predator lure fishing venues 

� Lure fishing matches 


